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Currently
Reading: The
Salt Path by
Ragnor Winn

Currently
Listening on
repeat: All my
albums in
alphabetical
order (I'm
currently in the
“C”s), but took
a break today
to listen to
Janis lan

Currently
Watching:
Wednesday

As | write this, I'm listening to Janis lan. | took a break from The Great Alphabetical
Album Listen (for those playing along, I'm in the “C”s) because | went to see her at
the Sellersville Theatre last night. They screened the documentary about her life
and then she did a Q&A. She talked a bit, both in the documentary and after, about
her time in Philly, and the amount of time she spent at the Library writing. This was
in the early 70s and the concept of third place hadn’t been named.

What struck me about that wasn't that she used the Library, I've had many artists
of all flavours use the Libraries I've worked in, but how it truly was her third place. It
was where she went because she needed a place to go and write. She needed a
place to go that was climate controlled. She needed a place to go that had
resources to help her art. She needed a place where nothing was expected except
good behaviour.

Right now, the trees are just starting to show their color, and the first hints of cooler
evenings make me want to dig out my sweaters. Fall has a way of reminding us to
slow down, take stock, and appreciate the small comforts—like a good book on a
chilly night.

But here’s the thing: the library is about so much more than books. Don't get me
wrong, books will always be the spine of IVPL. Yet every day | see people coming
through our doors for reasons that have little to do with the stacks—someone
using our computers or wifi to apply for jobs, a child discovering coding in a STEM
program, a group of neighbors meeting to plan a community event, a caregiver
finding storytime to be the highlight of their week.

In every season, but especially in fall when we gather in closer, the IVPL is a place
to connect—to information, to opportunities, and most importantly, to each other.

So yes, stop in for that novel or cookbook you've been meaning to check out. But
don't be surprised if you also leave with a new skill, a new idea, a new piece of art,
or even a new friend.

That's the real magic of the library: it's where community happens.
-Tracey

treed@ivpl.org
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